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ABSTRACT 

Puspitasari, N. (2024). Teachers’ perception on using vocabulary cards for L2 learners 

(Unpublished Undergraduate thesis) Universitas Kristen Duta Wacana, Yogyakarta, 

Indonesia. 

This study aims to find out the extent on the use of vocabulary cards to teach speaking 

for L2 learners and to find out teachers' perceptions on the use of vocabulary cards to 

teach speaking. The reason the researcher conducted this research was because the 

researcher wanted to dig deeper into the perceptions of teachers regarding the use of 

vocabulary cards as a medium for teaching speaking to L2 students. This research used 

qualitative methods by observing three classes and interviewing three teachers at one 

of the famous English language courses in Yogyakarta. From this research, the 

researcher found four things: First, teachers use vocabulary cards to help students 

understand new materials being discussed in class. Second, teachers use vocabulary 

cards to help students improve their speaking skills. Third, vocabulary cards make 

learning speaking more fun. Fifth, vocabulary cards increase students' vocabulary 

repertoire. With this research, the researcher expect that English teachers out there 

should use creative teaching ideas or strategies using vocabulary cards media so that 

second language learning students can master English more quickly. 

 

Keywords: vocabulary cards, teacher, perception, L2 learners 
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INTISARI 

Puspitasari, N.P.P (2024) Persepsi Guru tentang Penggunaan Kartu Kosakata untuk 

Pembelajar L2 (Tesis Sarjana Tidak Diterbitkan) Universitas Kristen Duta Wacana, 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui sejauh mana penggunaan kartu kosakata 

untuk mengajar berbicara bagi pembelajar L2 dan untuk mengetahui persepsi guru 

terhadap penggunaan kartu kosakata untuk mengajar berbicara. Alasan peneliti 

melakukan penelitian ini karena peneliti ingin menggali lebih dalam persepsi guru 

mengenai penggunaan kartu kosakata sebagai media pengajaran berbicara kepada 

siswa L2. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif dengan melakukan observasi 

pada tiga kelas dan mewawancarai tiga orang guru di salah satu tempat kursus bahasa 

Inggris ternama di Yogyakarta. Dari penelitian ini peneliti menemukan empat hal: 

Pertama, guru menggunakan kartu kosakata untuk membantu siswa memahami materi 

baru yang dibahas di kelas. Kedua, guru menggunakan kartu kosakata untuk 

membantu siswa meningkatkan keterampilan berbicara mereka. Ketiga, kartu 

kosakata membuat belajar berbicara menjadi lebih menyenangkan. Kelima, kartu 

kosakata menambah khasanah kosakata siswa. Dengan adanya penelitian ini, peneliti 

mengharapkan para guru bahasa Inggris di luar sana hendaknya menggunakan ide 

atau strategi pengajaran yang kreatif dengan menggunakan media kartu kosakata 

sehingga siswa yang belajar bahasa kedua dapat menguasai bahasa Inggris lebih 

cepat. 

Kata Kunci : kartu kosakata, guru, persepsi, pembelajar L2
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter consists of four parts. Those are the research background, questions, 

objectives, and benefits.   

A. Research Background  

In this century, English has achieved the status of being a global language; even in 

educational policies in many countries today, English is actively taught as an essential 

part of education to face globalization and internationalization of the school curriculum 

to teach English as a Foreign Language (FL) or Second Language (SL) in many 

countries (Shinde & Karekatti, 2012). For teachers, teaching speaking is the most 

important priority for students because English is considered an international language 

that is studied by everyone in the world (Arifiah & Binawan, 2013). The used of 

interesting teaching media was really needed by English teachers. One example of 

media that could been used to taught English especially speaking was vocabulary cards. 

Vocabulary cards were one of the learning media from traditional instructional media. 

Vocabulary was a word or exposure in pronunciation related to fluency in 

pronunciation. Vocabulary is the most important thing for gaining fluency and 

speaking skills. This is a part that speakers must own in addition to average language 

and pronunciation. Afna (2018), states that vocabulary is essential to support the 

mastery of speaking skills. Vocabulary is integral to learning to read, write, speak, and 

listen. According to them, someone cannot say or speak something without vocabulary. 

The two have a meaningful relationship in terms of communication, for example, in 

terms of how to speak fluently. In speaking, words convey messages from that person 

to others. Learners must be able to express or convey in formal and non-formal 

situations to talk to people closest to them or in an academic setting. According to Afna 
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(2018), speaking is a way of expressing the words in our minds when making speeches, 

discourses, or debates. Speaking is an activity to express the ideas that exist in the 

material. Based on the definition above, speaking can include several essential things 

important in mastery, such as mastery of vocabulary, pronunciation, sentence structure, 

and fluency. A significant relationship exists between vocabulary and speaking skills, 

which influence each other. Four aspects must be considered when teaching speaking. 

According to Madkur (2018), the four aspects are fluency, accuracy, word 

pronunciation, and vocabulary. Fluency is when the speaker knows where to pause and 

stop speaking at the right time. Accuracy is related to grammar and structure, including 

several aspects of speech such as tense, sentence phrases, and so on.. The purpose of 

pronunciation is to focus on parts that can be improved in communication, including 

stress patterns, intonation, and voice quality. Vocabulary is the most essential part of 

learning and will be used to determine whether students can speak well. 

The reason the researcher chose Indonesian English teachers in English language 

courses was the researcher was more interested in researching how teachers taught in 

courses because they had their strategies based on students' teaching needs, such as the 

use of teaching tools, for example, vocabulary cards, so many people were interested 

in taking the course the.  This reason was in line with the opinion of Supriatin & 

Rizkilillah, (2018) who researched an English course in Indonesia, which stated that 

the teachers who taught the English course had their own way of teaching, they used 

learned media to make it better easy students understand or master English, for 

example, using vocabulary cards to increase vocabulary.  By studying vocabulary, 

students could add many new words used in daily activities, both those they knew and 

those they did not know before.  Teachers used vocabulary cards to help students 

develop their knowledge of vocabulary in quality and quantity.  Apart from that, there 

was also research in Thailand which was researched by Low, (2018) argued that in 

English language courses the teachers had investigated the needs of their students. 
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Realizing how important vocabulary was to L2 students' speaking skills, this research 

aims to look deeper into teacher’perceptions regarding the use of one of the learning 

media, namely vocabulary cards, as a means of learning students' speaking skills in one 

course from a famous course in Yogyakarta. The importance of this research lies in the 

effort into the perceptions of teachers. Several studies were similar to this research 

regarding perceptions in the Indonesian context. Sukarno et al (2023); Suherman & 

Wathoni (2022), Danibao et al (2023).  Moreover, in the international context, there were 

several studies investigating the teacher's perception of teaching speaking Arastirma and 

Öğretmen, (2017),Chiem, (2016) , Nguyen and Nguyen, (2019). The researcher chose 

to discuss this research because, from previous studies, there had been several example 

about the perceptions of teachers regarding the use of vocabulary cards in an English 

language course.  Therefore, this research aims to investigate on the teachers' 

perception on the use of vocabulary cards to speaking skills for L2 learners. Therefore, 

the researcher chose this research because previous research has proven that vocabulary 

cards could help improve students' speaking skills. Afna, (2018)states that the more 

vocabulary a learner masters, the greater the possibility of speaking fluency. If students 

do not master it well then they would not be able to speak well and become more 

confident, they also would forget what topic they were talking about because they are 

nervous. The participants in this research were teachers at one of the well-known 

English courses in Yogyakarta. Apart from that, the researcher chose this research 

content because the researcher wanted to know the perceptions of teachers regarding 

the use of one of the media, namely vocabulary cards, on students' speaking skills 

during the teaching and learning process in the classroom. The reason why the 

researcher choose this participants because want to know their opinions based on 

experience regarding interesting teaching strategies using media, especially vocabulary 

cards before they actually became teachers as a means of preparing them when they 

become real teachers. This research used qualitative method because this method is 

widely used by the previous researchers.  
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B. Research Questions 

Judging from the rationale of the researchers above, two questions were made in this 

study, including: 

1. To what extent do teachers use vocabulary cards to teach speaking to L2 learners? 

2. How did teachers perceive vocabulary cards to teach speaking for L2 learners? 

C. Research Objectives 

This study examines teachers’ perceptions of using vocabulary cards for L2 learners. 

This study has the intent to: 

1. To find out the extent on the use of vocabulary cards to teach speaking to L2 

learners. 

2. To find out teachers’ perceptions on the use of vocabulary cards to teach 

speaking. 

 

D. Research Benefits 

This research is expected to be beneficial for some parties, such as:   

Hopefully this research can be useful for teachers at the course to broaden their insight 

into the importance of using media, especially vocabulary cards, in the teaching and 

learning process so that they can prepare enjoyable teaching materials when they 

actually become English teachers. For English teachers, hopefully this research can add 



5 
 

creative and innovative English teaching ideas and strategies. For the director of this 

course, I hope that this research can be used as a means of promoting attractive courses 

because they have special instructional media to help students quickly master English. 

And for students, hopefully with this research there will be more learning techniques 

that involve student interaction in learning so that students can more easily understand 

and master English. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

This chapter consists of three parts summary, implication, limitations and future 

studies. 

A. Summary  

This research was conducted to investigate two research question, the extent to which 

teachers use vocabulary cards for speaking skills for L2 learners and how teachers 

perceive teaching speaking to L2 learners using vocabulary cards. The first is related 

to the extent to which teachers use vocabulary cards. The researcher found that teachers 

use vocabulary cards to help students understand new materials being discussed in class 

and teachers use vocabulary cards to help students improve their speaking skills. 

Secondly, related to teachers' perceptions regarding the use of vocabulary cards to teach 

speaking, the researcher found that Vocabulary cards make learning to speak more fun 

and vocabulary cards could increase students' vocabulary repertoire.  

B. Implication 

There are several implications. First, vocabulary cards can be used to improve L2 

students' speaking skills. By using these vocabulary cards, students understand more 

easily when teachers present new material and quickly remember new vocabulary. 

Second, the use of vocabulary cards as media by teachers has received a positive 

perception, this is proven by the results of this research which state that the use of 

vocabulary cards makes the learning atmosphere more enjoyable, besides that the use 

of vocabulary cards can increase the richness of students' vocabulary faster than not 

using any media. 

This research has several contributions to other research regarding teachers' 

perceptions of the use of vocabulary cards in speaking skills for L2 learners. First, 

research on teachers' perceptions of the use of vocabulary cards in speaking skills for 

L2 learners is quite rare. Therefore, the findings of this research can provide 
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information for anyone conducting research similar to the topic of this research. 

Therefore, teachers can apply or use this media when teaching speaking skills as a 

teaching tool. In addition, the findings from this research can provide insight for pre-

service English teachers about the use of vocabulary cards on speaking skills for L2 

learners. 

 

C. Limitation  

Despite its implications and contributions, this study has several limitations. First, the 

observations may not be rich because the number of classes observed is small. The data 

may be more useful if the researcher makes more than three observations. Second, this 

research was conducted within a limited time period, so only a few participants were 

involved to participate in this research. The final limitation is that the results of this 

study cannot be generalized due to the nature of qualitative research methods. The 

results of this study may not be applicable to other contexts or participants. 

 

D. Further Studies 

There are several recommendations for further research that can be carried out based 

on the results and limitations of this study. First, future research may use other data 

collection techniques, such as questionnaires in surveys to obtain richer and more solid 

data. Furthermore, future research might be conducted on the same topic with different 

contexts and participants to see if similar results can be identified and contrasted. 

  



32 
 

REFERENCES 

 

Aba, L. (2019). Flashcards as a media in teaching English vocabulary. Jurnal Bahasa 

(e-Journal) IAIN Sultan Amai Gorontalo, 4, 170–179. 

Afna, M. (2018). The correlation between vocabulary and speaking. Journal of 

Linguistics, Literature & Language Teaching, IV(1), 43–71. 

Akaranga, S. I., & Makau, B. K. (2016). Ethical considerations and their applications 

to research :A case of the university of nairobi. Journal of Educational Policy 

and Entrepreneurial Research, 3(12), 1–9. 

Arastirma, N., & Öğretmen, A. (2017). A qualitative research : On pre- service 

teachers ’ perceptions of teaching speaking skilis. October 2016, 13–15. 

Arifiah, D., & Binawan, H. (2013). Digital storytelling : An interactive media for 

teaching speaking. Prosiding Konferensi Pendidikan Nasional “Penguatan 

Karakter Bangsa Melalui Inovasi Pendidikan Di Era Digital,” 81–90. 

Aspers, P., & Corte, U. (2019). What is qualitative in qualitative research. Qualitative 

Sociology, 42(2), 139–160. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11133-019-9413-7 

Atmaja, A., & Sonia, G. (2020). Using flash cards to improve students ’ vocabulary. 

Professional Journal of English Education, 3(2), 283–289. 

Chaya, P., & Inpin, B. (2020). Effects of integrating movie-based mobile 

learning ;nstruction for enhancing Thai university students speaking skills and 

intercultural communicative competence. Canadian Center of Science and 

Education, 13(7), 27–45. https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v13n7p27 

Chiem, M. (2016). Pre-service teachers ’ perceptions about teaching speaking at high 

school in Vietnam. The University Of New South Wales. 



33 
 

Danibao, B., Jacolina, M., & Tari, A. (2023). English language teaching through 

communicative method : A qualitative study of pre-service teachers ’ 

perceptions. International Journal of Recent Educational Research, 4(6), 795–

807. 

Fahkrunisa, L., & Ananda, R. (2022). Thee effectiveness of flashcard vocabulary in 

learning foreign Language ( English and Japanese ) to enhance speaking skill for 

beginner. Journal of Curriculum and Pedagogic Studies (JCPS), 1(1), 42–51. 

Farida, D., Isrina, Hasna, D., & Apsari, Y. (2019). The implementation of flash cards 

to improve students ’ vocabulary mastery. Professional Journal of English 

Education, 2(3), 352–357. 

Fouka, G., & Mantzorou, M. (2011). What are the maj orethical issues in conducting 

research? Is there a conflict between the research ethics and the nature of 

nursing? Health Science Journal, 5(1), 3–14. 

Hamer, W., & Rohimajaya, N. A. (2018). Using flash card as instructional media to 

enrich the students ’ vocabulary mastery in learning English. Journal of English 

Language Studies, 3(2), 167–177. 

Hartfill, J., Gabel, J., Neves-coelho, D., Vogel, D., Räthel, F., Tiede, S., & Steinicke, 

F. (2020). Word saber : An effective and fun VR vocabulary learning game. 

Universität Hamburg Germany. 

Herlina, H., & Dewi, R. R. (2017). Flashcard media: The media for developing 

students understanding for English vocabulary at elementary school. Ijer - 

Indonesian Journal of Educational Review, 4(1), 116. 

https://doi.org/10.21009/ijer.04.01.11 

Honarmand, R., Rostampour, M., & Abdorahimzadeh, S. (2015). The effect of game 

tic tac toe and flash cards on zero beginners ’ vocabulary. International Journal 



34 
 

of Educational Investigations, 2(march), 27–41. 

Istifci, I. (2018). Exploring the perceptions of pre-service English teachers on 

vocabulary learning strategies in a foreign language teaching context. 

International Journal of TESOL and Learning, 7(3&4), 12–32. 

Joyce, P. (2015). L2 vocabulary learning and testing : The use of L1 translation 

versus L2 definition. The Language Learning Journal, July. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09571736.2015.1028088 

Kholifah, A., & Gularso, D. (2023). Learn fun multiplication with the repeated 

counting method using cards in class II (Issue Upincess). Atlantis Press SARL. 

https://doi.org/10.2991/978-2-38476-176-0 

Komachali, M. E. (2012). The effect of using vocabulary flash card on Iranian pre-

university students ’vocabulary knowledge. International Education Studies, 

5(3), 134–147. https://doi.org/10.5539/ies.v5n3p134 

Liansari, V., & Azizah, N. L. (2022). The relationship between the use of active , 

innovative , creative , and fun learning techniques and online English learning 

by multidisciplinary students. KnE Social Sciences, 2022, 18–23. 

https://doi.org/10.18502/kss.v7i10.11205 

Low, P. (2018). Students ’ needs and vocabulary development in English for specific 

purposes ( ESP ) course. JELTL (Journal of English Language Teaching and 

Linguistics), 3(2), 151–161. 

Lukas, B. A., Patrick, F., Chong, G., Jaino, N., & Yunus, M. (2020). Using U-NO-

ME card game to enhance primarynone pupils ’ vocabulary. International 

Journal of Learning, Teaching and Educational Research, 19(5), 304–317. 

Madkur, A. (2018). The non-English major lecturers speak English: The barriers 

encountered by adult learners. Journal on English as a Foreign Language, 8(1), 



35 
 

39. https://doi.org/10.23971/jefl.v8i1.584 

Nguyen, H., & Nguyen, H. (2019). Research papers teachers ’ perceptions about 

vocabulary instruction through flashcards at English language. I-Manager’s 

Journal o n English Language Teaching, 9(3), 2019. 

Purnami, N. L. S. W. (2022). Fun activities to teach vocabulary for young learners: A 

library research. E-Link Journal, 9(1), 19. https://doi.org/10.30736/ej.v9i1.609 

Rasouli, F., & Jafari, K. (2016). A deeper understanding of L2 vocabulary learning 

and teaching : A review study. International Journal of Language and 

Linguistics, 4(1), 40–46. https://doi.org/10.11648/j.ijll.20160401.16 

Razali, W. N., Amin, N. M., Kudus, N. V., & Musa, M. K. (2017). Using card game 

to improve vocabulary retention : A preliminary study. International Academic 

Research Journal of Social Science, 3(1), 30–36. 

Ridwan, & Nurhaeni. (2021). The influence of flashcards media in improving 

students’ speaking skill on the first grade of junior high school. IDEAS: Journal 

on English Language Teaching and Learning, Linguistics and Literature, 9(2), 

473–489. https://doi.org/10.24256/ideas.v9i2.2331 

Sheridan, R., & Markslag, L. (2017). Effective strategies for teaching vocabulary: An 

introduction to engaging cooperative vocabulary card activities. Pasaa, 

53(June), 216–229. 

Shinde, M. B., & Karekatti, T. K. (2012). Pre-Service Teachers’ Beliefs about 

Teaching English. International Journal of Instruction, 5(1), 69–86. www.e-

iji.net 

Suherman, A., & Wathoni, H. (2022). Examining teachers ’ perceptions of E -

learning tools : A survey from Indonesian EAP classrooms. Indonesian Journal 

of EFL and Linguistics ·, 7(1). https://doi.org/10.21462/ijefl.v7i1.470 



36 
 

Sukarno, Ihtiara, F., Pratiwi, D., & Putro, N. (2023). Pre-s ervice English teachers’ 

perception of authentic assessment practice in speaking classes. Litera, 22(1), 

107–115. 

Supriatin, T., & Rizkilillah, V. P. (2018). Teaching vocabulary using flashcard. 

PROJECT, 1(4), 479–485. 

Susanti, N., Supeno, S., & Dwiastuty, N. (2022). The effect of using flashcards 

during online learning towards speaking skills at 11th grade social class at 

mutiara bangsa 2 school. JEdu: Journal of English Education, 2(2), 155–159. 

https://doi.org/10.30998/jedu.v2i2.6739 

Taynton, K., & Yamada, M. (2012). Using a Japanese card game karuta to enhance 

listening and speaking skills in Japanese learners of. 1–10. 

Thanh, N. C., & Thanh, Tran, T. Le. (2015). The interconnection between 

interpretivist paradigm and qualitative methods in education. American Journal 

of Educational Science, 1(2), 24–27. http://www.aiscience.org/journal/ajes 

Wahyudin, A., Pustika, R., & Simamora, M. (2021). Vocabulary learning strategies 

of EFL students at tertiary level. The Journal of English Literacy Education, 

8(2), 101–112. 

Werdiningsih, I., & Prawira, B. (2017). The use of identity card to improve students ’ 

speaking skill. Journal of English Language, Literature, and Teaching, 02(2), 

78–83. 

Widiastuti, F. A. (2016). Improving students’vocabulary mastery uing flashcards. 

English Education Department, Faculty of Teacher and Training Education, 

5(1), 148–156. 

https://revistas.ufrj.br/index.php/rce/article/download/1659/1508%0Ahttp://hipat

iapress.com/hpjournals/index.php/qre/article/view/1348%5Cnhttp://www.tandfo



37 
 

nline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09500799708666915%5Cnhttps://mckinseyonsociety

.com/downloads/reports/Educa 

Wilkinson, D. (2017). EFLvocabulary acquisition through word cards : Student 

perceptions and strategies. The Electronic Journal for English as a Second 

Language, 21(3), 1–16. 

Yang, X., Jen, L., Zohreh, K., & Moody, S. M. (2021). Theoretical trends of research 

on technology and L2 vocabulary learning : A systematic review. Journal of 

Computers in Education, 0123456789. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40692-021-

00187-8 

Yu, A., & Trainin, G. (2022). A meta-analysis examining technology-assisted L2 

vocabulary learning. ReCALL, 34(2), 235–252. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0958344021000239 

SITTAH: Journal of Primary Education, (Donasari, et al., 2023) 

Australian Journal of Teacher Education, (Subban, et al., 2015) 

 

 

  


