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ABSTRACT 

 
Swandaru, M. V. (2024). Examining Indonesian student teachers’ perspectives of 

the use of TikTok for learning and teaching speaking. (Unpublished 

Undergraduate Thesis). Universitas Kristen Duta Wacana. Yogyakarta, 

Indonesia. 

 
The aims of this study were: (1) to investigate to what extent Indonesian college 

students use TikTok to learn speaking; (2) to find out the perspectives of the college 

students on the use of TikTok to improve their English-speaking skills; and (3) to 

find out student teachers' views on using TikTok to teach speaking. Mixed methods 

were used to analyze questionnaire data and interview results. This study involved 

nine Indonesian English major college students who were in the seventh semester 

of the microteaching class. The findings showed an average score of 2.44 for the 

thirteen questionnaire items in Tables 1, 2, and 3, indicating medium use of TikTok 

for learning speaking, with Table 2 showing the lowest use of TikTok's features 

and Table 3 revealing moderate use to improve speaking skills and 60% of students 

reporting high motivation from the app's engaging nature. Moreover, this study also 

involved six of the students in follow-up interviews. Based on the interview results, 

three themes were identified: (1) most of the students perceived TikTok as a 

suitable platform for improving their English-speaking skills; (2) they thought that 

TikTok offered some useful content for learning speaking; and (3) they thought 

that TikTok had both advantages and limitations when used as a tool for learning 

to speak. Lastly, those six participants were also interviewed as student teachers on 

their views of TikTok as media for teaching speaking. Three themes were 

identified: (1) student teachers expressed interest in utilizing TikTok as a teaching 

tool for speaking skills due to its relevance to students, extensive user base, and 

short duration of the TikTok video content; (2) they expressed favorable views on 

utilizing TikTok as a dynamic tool for enhancing speaking in learning activities; 

and (3) they believed TikTok can be a useful tool for assessing speaking skills in 

the classroom. Based on the findings of this research, while participants held 

positive views on using TikTok for learning and teaching speaking, limitations 

arose regarding pronunciation, particularly when unsure of correctness and the 
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inability to immediate corrections, especially for challenging vocabulary. 

Keywords: TikTok, Speaking, Students teachers’ perceptions 

 

 



xiv  

 

 

INTISARI 

 

 
Swandaru, V. S. (2024). Examining Indonesian student teachers’ perspectives of the use of 

TikTok for learning and teaching speaking. (Unpublished Undergraduate Thesis). 

Universitas Kristen Duta Wacana. Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 

 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah: (1) untuk menyelidiki sejauh mana mahasiswa Indonesia 

menggunakan TikTok untuk belajar berbicara; (2) untuk mengetahui perspektif mahasiswa 

terhadap penggunaan TikTok dalam meningkatkan kemampuan berbicara bahasa Inggris 

mereka; dan (3) untuk mengetahui pandangan mahasiswa calon guru tentang penggunaan 

TikTok untuk mengajar berbicara. Metode campuran digunakan untuk menganalisis data 

kuesioner dan hasil wawancara. Penelitian ini melibatkan sembilan mahasiswa jurusan 

Bahasa Inggris di Indonesia yang berada di semester tujuh kelas microteaching. Temuan 

menunjukkan skor rata-rata 2,44 untuk tiga belas item kuesioner pada Tabel 1, 2, dan 3, 

yang menunjukkan penggunaan TikTok tingkat sedang untuk belajar berbicara, dengan 

Tabel 2 menunjukkan penggunaan fitur TikTok terendah dan Tabel 3 mengungkapkan 

penggunaan moderat untuk meningkatkan keterampilan berbicara dan 60% siswa 

melaporkan motivasi tinggi dari sifat menarik aplikasi tersebut. Selain itu, penelitian ini 

juga melibatkan enam siswa dalam wawancara tindak lanjut. Berdasarkan hasil 

wawancara, tiga tema diidentifikasi: (1) sebagian besar siswa menganggap TikTok sebagai 

platform yang cocok untuk meningkatkan kemampuan berbicara bahasa Inggris mereka; 

(2) mereka berpikir bahwa TikTok menawarkan beberapa konten berguna untuk belajar 

berbicara; dan (3) mereka berpikir bahwa TikTok memiliki kelebihan dan keterbatasan 

ketika digunakan sebagai alat untuk belajar berbicara. Terakhir, enam peserta tersebut 

juga diwawancarai sebagai calon guru tentang pandangan mereka terhadap TikTok 

sebagai media untuk mengajar berbicara. Tiga tema diidentifikasi: (1) calon guru 

menyatakan minat dalam memanfaatkan TikTok sebagai alat pengajaran untuk 

keterampilan berbicara karena relevansinya dengan siswa, basis pengguna yang luas, dan 

durasi pendek dari konten video TikTok; (2) mereka menyatakan pandangan positif tentang 

memanfaatkan TikTok sebagai alat dinamis untuk meningkatkan berbicara dalam kegiatan 

pembelajaran; dan (3) mereka percaya TikTok dapat menjadi alat yang berguna untuk 

menilai keterampilan berbicara di kelas. Berdasarkan temuan penelitian ini, meskipun 

peserta memiliki pandangan positif tentang penggunaan TikTok untuk belajar dan 

mengajar berbicara, muncul keterbatasan terkait pengucapan, terutama ketika tidak yakin 
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tentang kebenarannya dan ketidakmampuan untuk melakukan koreksi segera, terutama 

untuk kosakata yang menantang. 

 

Kata Kunci: TikTok, Berbicara Bahasa Inggris, Perspektif Calon Guru  
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CHAPTER I 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
This chapter is divided into four sections. Those were research background, research 

questions, research objectives, and research benefits.  

 

A. Research Background 

According to Hadi et al. (2021), social media has a significant impact on university 

education because it offers a variety of audio-visual resources that adapt to different 

methods of instruction. Because there were so many educational tools available, 

particularly for language learning, this was very advantageous for students or student 

teachers. As a result of its significant influence on education's ability to accomplish its 

objectives, the educational process merited special attention. This finding was in line with 

Herlisya & Wiratno (2022) who found that one of the many factors that can influence 

learning outcomes is learning media. People use social media primarily for four reasons: 

socialization, entertainment, self-education, and academics (Yang, 2020). To sum up, 

social media could be used by teachers and students to aid in language learning.  

 

TikTok had grown in popularity among university students and student teachers. TikTok is 

a popular way for students in India to learn English (Lindade, 2020). According to 

Widyasari et al. (2022), Arkansyah et al. (2021), and Kurniawan (2018) discovered that 

TikTok has been a popular platform in Indonesia. With the Tik Tok app, users could create 

and share a variety of vertically formatted short videos that could be viewed by simply 

swiping up or down on the screen. TikTok is a platform that, when used correctly, can be 

used as a learning tool, as Herlisya & Wiratno (2022) discovered when they investigated 

the number of content creators who post instructional, academic, and other types of videos. 

Many students were unaware of the TikTok app's potential as a teaching tool. Even though 

TikTok has increased attention, especially among students, the Indonesian teacher's 

understanding of its use in educational media is still lacking (Herwanto, 2022). TikTok had 

many learning videos that could be accessed by college students and student teachers. 

According to Lindade (2020) stated that even though there are more than 10 million 

educational videos available to help international students, TikTok can be used in the 



2  

classroom to help students learn English and other subjects. In conclusion, the Tik Tok app 

could help students' colleges improve learning and teaching activity in English.  

 

One of the most challenging abilities that students needed to comprehend was speaking. 

Despite majoring in English education, Herlisya & Wiratno (2022) discovered that students 

frequently avoided speaking in a foreign language because they felt they did not understand 

it. While many students are successful writers of English, they struggle when speaking it 

(Herlisya & Wiratno, 2022). There were lots of educational activities on TikTok that could 

help students' speaking skills. According to Klein (2019) students can engage in activities 

on TikTok, particularly to practice speaking English. Both college students and teacher 

students could learn and teach English using the features on TikTok. Role-playing activities 

are used to teach speaking in TikTok at various stages, including before teaching, during 

teaching, and after teaching (Herwanto, 2022). As a learning tool, social media platforms 

had been used by many researchers. Pratiwi et al., (2021) for example, used Tik Tok to 

learn English pronunciation. Students can hone their speaking abilities with the aid of 

TikTok. In addition, students' speaking abilities could be enhanced by using TikTok. 

 

The participants of this study were student teachers majoring in English language education 

at a university in Indonesia because social media platforms like TikTok were beneficial for 

learning for student teachers who were experimenting with new teaching methods and 

TikTok offered educational content, so student teachers could use it to hone their teaching 

skills. According to  Hadi et al. (2021) both student teachers and students could benefit 

from learning resources, particularly those related to languages. The second reason was 

TikTok was a suitable platform for student teachers to interact with due to its relevance to 

language learning, specifically speaking skills improvement. The text emphasized how 

difficult it could be for students, especially those majoring in English education, to speak 

in a foreign language, especially English. Klein (2019) and Herwanto (2022) found that 

TikTok provided a range of educational activities and role-playing opportunities that might 

facilitate the practice of speaking. Researchers who wanted to learn more about students' 

opinions on using TikTok and their English-speaking abilities used the mixed method with 

more diverse participants. In this study, the researchers focused on the perspectives of 

university students who were also student teachers on using TikTok to learn and teach 

English.  Furthermore, this study, in contrast to a few others on the subject, employed mixed 

methods to obtain more thorough information from participants by distributing 



3  

questionnaires and conducting interviews. After observing students using the TikTok app 

to practice the activity, interviews and questionnaires were used by the researchers to gather 

thorough data (Herwanto, 2022). This study employed mixed methods because most of the 

study only used one method, either qualitative or quantitative research techniques. For 

instance, a study by Pratiwi et al. (2021) used the qualitative method only to process their 

data. 

 
B. Research Questions 

The following research questions were addressed in the current study based on the 

research rationale stated above: 

1. To what extent do the Indonesian college students use TikTok to learn speaking? 

2. What are the perspectives of the college students on the use of TikTok to improve 

their English-speaking skill?  

3. What are student teachers' views on using TikTok to teach speaking? 

 

C. Research Objectives 

This study examined the relationship between the student’s perspective on the use of 

TikTok and their English-speaking skills. This study intended to: 

1. Find out to what extent the Indonesian college students use TikTok to learn 

speaking. 

2. Find out the perspectives of the college students on the use of TikTok to improve 

their English-speaking skill.  

3. Find out the student teachers' views on using TikTok to teach speaking.  

 

D. Research Benefits 

There are particular benefits for teachers, students, and other researchers: 

1. For Students  

It informed students about the extent to which TikTok could be used to learn 

English. Not only did, this application contain various videos for the users to 

simply scroll up and down for entertainment, but it could also be used as a learning 

tool for learners to practice their English. 
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2. For Teachers 

It helped teachers know about the perspectives of English Education Department 

students on how TikTok was used as a media for speaking learning. Furthermore, 

knowing the student teachers' perspectives on using TikTok to teach speaking 

could provide teachers with new perspectives. 

 

3. For Researchers  

This study could be used as a reference for future research on similar topics 

pertaining to using TikTok to practice speaking. Also, researchers would collect 

in-depth data based on this research question, which would be compared and used 

as material for discussion in their reporting of findings in future studies. 
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CHAPTER V  

CONCLUSION 

This chapter will explain about the summary, implications, and contributions, 

limitations, and future studies.  

 

A. Summary 

This study was conducted to investigate the three research questions: the extent to which 

Indonesian college students use TikTok to learn speaking, the perspectives of the college 

students on the use of TikTok to improve their English-speaking skills, and the student 

teachers' views on using TikTok to teach speaking. First, related to the extent to which 

Indonesian college students use TikTok to learn speaking, this study found that the average 

was 2.44, which indicates a medium frequency of the extent to which the participants used 

TikTok and its features to learn skills in speaking and using TikTok related to their 

motivation and interest in learning speaking. Second, related to the perspectives of college 

students on the use of TikTok to improve their English-speaking skills, this study also found 

that most of the students perceived TikTok as a suitable platform for improving their English-

speaking skills. Furthermore, the students thought that TikTok offered some useful content 

for learning to speak and TikTok had both advantages and limitations when used as a tool 

for learning to speak. Third, related to the student teachers' views on using TikTok to teach 

speaking, this study found that student teachers expressed interest in utilizing TikTok as a 

teaching tool for speaking skills due to its relevance to students, extensive user base, and 

short duration of the TikTok video content and favorable views on utilizing TikTok as a 

dynamic tool for enhancing speaking in learning activities. Furthermore, while participants 

held positive views on using TikTok for learning and teaching speaking, limitations arose 

regarding pronunciation, particularly when unsure of correctness and the inability to 

immediate corrections, especially for challenging vocabulary. Moreover, most of the 

students’ teachers also believed TikTok could be a useful tool for assessing speaking skills 

in the classroom.  

 

B. Implication and Contribution 

There are some implications that can be considered in accordance with the results of this study. First, 

TikTok could be effectively integrated more extensively into the learning and teaching of speaking. 

Based on the findings of this research, the study found that medium-frequency usage of TikTok and 

its features by Indonesian college students to learn skills in speaking and using TikTok related to 
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their motivation and interest to learn speaking. It indicates that TikTok has not been frequently used 

as a media to learn and teach speaking. Furthermore, it implies that students and teachers can explore 

further how TikTok can be integrated more extensively into the learning and teaching of speaking. 

 

Second, TikTok can be a potential media for both learning and teaching speaking. Based on the 

findings of research questions one, the students had positive perceptions towards the use of TikTok 

to improve their English-speaking skills. They thought that TikTok was a suitable learning tool for 

improving their English-speaking skills, and TikTok offered some useful content for learning to 

speak.  Furthermore, based on the findings of research questions two, the student teachers had 

positive views on using TikTok to teach speaking. They expressed interest in utilizing TikTok as a 

teaching tool for speaking skills due to its relevance to students, extensive user base, and short 

duration of the TikTok video content, and showed favorable views on utilizing TikTok as a dynamic 

tool for enhancing speaking in learning activities. In addition, it implies that students and teachers 

can explore further how TikTok can be a potential media for both learning and teaching speaking. 

 

Aside from the implications, this study adds to the body of knowledge on Indonesian student 

teachers' perspectives on using TikTok to learn and teach speaking. Given the scarcity of studies on 

student teachers' perspectives on the use of TikTok for learning and teaching speaking, the findings 

of this study may provide teachers with information about how the participants, both students and 

student teachers, perceived TikTok as a medium for learning and teaching speaking. 

 

C. Limitations 

The current study has some limitations. First, this study only involved one group majoring in English 

language education at an Indonesian university to identify their experiences and perspectives of using 

TikTok to learn and teach speaking. Therefore, these data may not represent the views of students 

and teachers in Indonesia. Second, this study is limited to only examining Indonesian student 

teachers' perspectives on the use of TikTok for learning and teaching speaking and does not compare 

it with other social media platforms. As a result, it lacks information which compares and contrasts 

the benefits and drawbacks of TikTok with those of other media social platforms in the context of 

language teaching and learning. 

 

D.    Future Studies 

There are some recommendations for future studies based on the findings and limitations. Since this 

study is limited to one group of students majoring in English language education from one university 

only, future studies can aim to include a broader demographic. This can involve multiple universities 

from different regions of Indonesia to provide a more representative understanding of the use of 
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TikTok for learning and teaching English speaking skills across the country. The second is that this 

study is limited to only examining Indonesian student teachers' perspectives on the use of TikTok 

for learning and teaching speaking. Future research could compare the effectiveness of TikTok with 

other social media platforms used for educational purposes. This could help to pinpoint the unique 

benefits and drawbacks of each platform in the context of language learning. Lastly, because of the 

limited data and its impact on the data report, future studies could conduct more research about these 

topics.  
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