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ABSTRACT 

Wondiwoi, D.G. (2023). Online Grammar Checker in EFL Writing Class: A Study 

of Students' Attitudes towards the Use of Grammarly for Essay Writing 

(Unpublished Undergraduate Thesis). Universitas Kristen Duta Wacana, 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 

Writing skill has grown increasingly significant for ESL students particularly in 

scientific writing, to test EFL students’ skills in writing for grammatical correction. 

As an outcome, grammar is a key component of language in essay writing. Many 

grammars checker program can be utilized for learning activities to help EFL 

students improve their writing skills for grammar correction, especially for 

verifying grammatical accuracy in essays. One of them is called “Grammarly”. 

This study aims to investigate the students’ perceptions and attitudes of the use of 

Grammarly as an instrument to enhance students’ proficiency in writing essays. 

The research was conducted in the English Language Education Department to 

develop and introduce scientific work, as well as learning tool that related to this 

research, which were taken in the Essay Writing class at one of the private 

universities in Indonesia. The study involved 26 undergraduate students in the 

second semester and six students were selected. The data were collected using 

students’ midterm scores, interview checklist, semi-structured interviews as the 

main data collection, and observations as the supporting data collection. Three 

themes were identified regarding the extent to which EFL students experienced 

using Grammarly to enhance their grammar accuracy in writing an essay. The 

findings of this study will enrich the literature of qualitative research in English 

Language Education Department related to using Grammarly as a tool for 

enhancing students’ ability to write essays. 

 

Keywords: EFL Students, Writing, Grammarly, Essays, Attitudes.  



 

 

 

INTISARI 

Wondiwoi, D.G. (2023). Online Grammar Checker in EFL Writing Class: A Study 

of Students' Attitudes towards the Use of Grammarly for Essay Writing 

(Unpublished Undergraduate Thesis). Universitas Kristen Duta Wacana, 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 

Keterampilan menulis telah berkembang secara signifikan bagi siswa pembelajar 

bahasa inggris khusus nya dalam keterampilan penulisan ilmiah, untuk menguji 

keterampilan siswa pembelajar bahasa inggris dalam menulis untuk mengoreksi tata 

bahasa. Oleh karena itu, tata bahasa adalah komponen kunci bahasa dalam hal 

penulisan esai. Banyaknya program pemeriksa tata bahasa dapat dimanfaatkan 

untuk kegiatan pembelajaran untuk dapat membantu siswa pembelajar bahasa 

inggris atau (English Foreign Language) EFL students’ meningkatkan 

keterampilan menulis mereka untuk mengoreksi tata bahasa, terutama untuk 

memverifikasi keakuratan tata bahasa dalam esai. Salah satu nya adalah 

“Grammarly”. 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menyelidiki persepsi dan sikap siswa terhadap 

penggunaan grammarly sebagai instrumen untuk meningkatkan kemampuan siswa 

dalam menulis esai. Penelitian ini di lakukan di prodi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris di 

salah satu universitas di kota Yogyakarta, Indonesia, untuk mengembangkan dan 

memperkenalkan karya ilmiah, serta alat pembelajaran yang berkaitan dengan 

penelitian ini, yang diambil pada kelas Essay Writing di prodi tersebut dan 

melibatkan 26 mahasiswa di semester kedua dan enam diantara-Nya terpilih 

menjadi partisipan. Pengumpulan data utama menggunakan hasil nilai ujian tengah 

semester mahasiswa, wawancara checklist,dan wawancara semi terstruktur, serta 

observasi sebagai data pendukung pengumpulan data. Tiga tema diidentifikasi 

mengenai sejauh mana pengalaman siswa (English Foreign Language) EFL 

menggunakan grammarly untuk meningkatkan tata bahasa mereka dalam menulis 

esai. Temuan penelitian ini akan memperkaya literatur penelitian kualitatif di prodi 

Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris terkait penggunaan Grammarly sebagai alat untuk 

meningkatkan kemampuan siswa dalam menulis esai. 

 

Kata kunci: Pelajar Bahasa Inggris, Menulis, Grammarly, Esai,Sikap. 
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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter comprises four parts: research background, research questions, 

research objectives, and research benefits.  

A. Research Background 

There are four primary English skills: reading, speaking, listening, and writing. All 

the skills are equally important in the English language. However, in scientific 

writing, writing skills are essential way to make readers understand and 

communicate ideas by looking at grammatical mistakes, also in academic to 

examine the students’ performance in their perspectives (Mohammad and Hazarika, 

2016). Also, Sheen et al. (2009) recommended that a native speaker of English 

should check the writing to ensure accuracy in grammar and correction. 

Grammar is an essential aspect of language, as it is required to develop phrases 

Mart (2013). College students view an issue with the usage of grammar as learning 

to produce proper essays in English. In line with previous, a study discovered that 

most learning and teaching objectives in English writing classes are complex, which 

is the common goal of helping learner to write correctly, not simply for English for 

academic educational writing classes, but for academic purposes (Leki and Carson, 

1997) in the United States. 

Grammar is an essential part of writing an essay for EFL students, and it can affect 

their interest in writing essays. Using a grammar checker tool as an instrument to 

write essays can show the level of trustworthiness of students. A study from Yang 

Hye Jin (2018)found that, most students perspectives were positive about the 

helpfulness of the grammar checker to improve grammar accuracy. However, the 

level of EFL learners may differ in error rates, attitudes, and responses to grammar 

checkers if they participate in a study.  

Considering the importance of grammar in writing skills, this study is focused on 

researching Indonesian EFL learners’ attitudes towards the use of Grammarly in 

the essay writing. According to Fitria (2021) Grammarly is one of the online 
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grammar checkers that can be used in assessing EFL writing classes. In other words, 

it has functions related to grammar which are English grammar check tools that can 

correct grammar, spelling, wrong sentence construction, and plagiarism checks. 

There are some studies about Grammarly. First, a study by Ghufron and Rosyida 

(2018) stated that Grammarly detects and corrects prepositional errors, irregular 

verb conjugations, and inappropriate use of nouns, and corrects words that are 

missed. Besides, by using Grammarly, students can be more creative and confident 

using Grammarly. Secondly, a study Ventayen and Orlanda-Ventayen (2018) found 

an apparent change in the confidence level of the Respondents where most of them 

could be more confident before using Grammarly. After using the application, most 

respondents were utterly confident in using Grammarly. 

Furthermore, the research was conducted in the English Language Education 

Department to develop and introduced scientific work, as well as learning materials 

that related to this research, which were taken in the Essay Writing class at one of 

the private universities in Indonesia, to provide and add most recent and relevant 

data in Indonesia. However, there are also some studies about this research in other 

countries. The data were collected from the participants, and this study uses 

qualitative, which is different from most of the studies that have been investigated. 

Polkinghorne (2005) stated that a Qualitative study is a form of investigation that 

aims to describe and explain the human experience as it manifests in people's lives. 

Researchers that use qualitative approaches collect data to support their distilled 

descriptions. Qualitative data is mainly obtained using spoken or written language 

rather than numbers. It is because, in a few studies, the researchers only used the 

quantitative method. However, in this study, the researcher uses in-depth interviews 

and face-to-face or online meetings to find students' perspectives on using 

Grammarly to enhance their grammar accuracy in writing essays. 

B. Research Questions 

In the present chapter, the following research questions will be answered, 

considering the rationale of the research as mentioned earlier: 
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1. To what extent do EFL students experience using Grammarly as an instrument 

to enhance grammar accuracy in writing essays? 

2. What are the students’ attitudes towards The use of Grammarly as an 

instrument in writing essays?  

C. Research Objectives 

This research aims to investigate the students' perspectives on using Grammarly as 

a tool for enhancing their proficiency in writing essays. By performing this study, 

the research aims to: 

1. Investigate how the students experience using Grammarly as an instrument to 

enhance their grammar accuracy in writing essays. 

2. Explore the students' attitudes towards using Grammarly as an instrument in 

writing essays. 

D. Research Benefits 

This research has advantages that could benefit the students, teachers, and other 

researchers. First, understanding students' perspectives on using Grammarly will 

help teachers better understand their students' needs. Second, when the teachers 

understand their students' needs, it will benefit both. The students will also use 

Grammarly to improve their learning process. The teacher will then learn the 

differences between students who use Grammarly and those who do not and their 

viewpoints on using Grammarly. Third, although some studies are already related 

to using Grammarly in Indonesia, they are few, and most are quantitative. So, this 

research will help other researchers as a reference to conduct any related studies on 

the topic or to research any similar topics with different levels of learners, contexts, 

research methods, and learning settings. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

This chapter includes a summary, implications and contributions, limitations, and 

further studies. 

A. Summary  

This research aims to investigate EFL students' perceptions and attitudes of the use 

of Grammarly to enhance students’ proficiency in writing an essay. Based on the 

purposes, observing, and interviewing the six essay writing class participants using 

Grammarly were conducted. There are three themes from the first research 

questions: To what extent do EFL students experience using Grammarly as an 

instrument to enhance grammar accuracy in writing essays and five theme from the 

second research questions: What are the students’ attitudes towards using 

Grammarly as an instrument in writing essays. 

Firstly, based on the result of RQ’s 1, it can be concluded that Grammarly is 

familiar to students and frequently used by students to write an essay, Grammarly 

can be supporting to that can help students to write an essay in essay writing class, 

and it can search for grammatical corrections such as checking capitalization, 

punctuation, and auto-correction a sentence, checked sentence structures, spelling, 

vocabulary, and text type. Therefore, Grammarly can be used to support students 

need in writing skills. 

Furthermore, the result of RQ’s 2 showed that students’ perceptions and attitudes 

towards use Grammarly it is in a positive way such as students feel confident and 

motivated, five from six students feel motivated in using Grammarly for writing 

essays. Students feel it is important to use Grammarly in writing an essay, students 

prefer to use Grammarly for writing an essay in essay writing class, students feel 

safer in submitting the task after using Grammarly. Lastly, Grammarly increases 

students’ motivation based on the perception of five students out of six, and then 

the ability of writing skills in essay writing classes.  
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B. Implications and Contributions 

These findings have some significant implications for the students from essay 

writing class, particularly for the use of Grammarly to enhance students’ 

proficiency in essay writing class. The implication for the students is that this study 

can provide insight into using Grammarly to support their writing skills and 

improve their grammar correction. Moreover, the essay writing class can be 

considered using Grammarly in learning activities to support the student’s needs. 

Accordingly, this research will enrich the literature of qualitative research in 

English language education related to using Grammarly to enhance EFL students’ 

proficiency in essay writing classes. Furthermore, for young learners, it can be used 

as a reference for future studies. For instance, the instance can use Grammarly as 

one of the tools that can support the student’s needs in learning activities by 

introducing Grammarly in the first place for the new students that come to the 

faculty to make them familiar with Grammarly as a tool for improving writing 

skills. Additionally, for the pre-service teachers, it will help them explore using 

Grammarly as an assistant tool in writing an essay. 

C. Limitations 

This research still has some limitations that can be considered for future 

consideration. First, this study’s main data are interviews, and the observation data 

is optional to choose the main data through the grades of gathering the data. The 

data would be richer if the observation were included and done in the classroom. 

This study only has 6 participants as the minimum, which can be more, but because 

of the time limit, the participants are only six. If there is more time, it might be 

possible to take higher number of students as a qualitative study to make it more 

complete and better in the detail of the explanation. Furthermore, as it is qualitative 

research, the study’s results could not be generalized. The last is the lack of 

exploration of small findings, which can consider to be explored more in the future. 
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D. Further studies 

Moreover, there are some suggestions for future studies that can be conducted based 

on the results and the limitations of this study. First, future studies can investigate 

using Grammarly in the other class, for example, the Academic essay writing class. 

Also, future studies might examine teachers’ perceptions of using Grammarly to 

enhance students’ proficiency in other classes such as essay writing, research 

proposal writing, and basic grammar class. Next, Future studies can be considered 

in higher education, such as senior high school and the senior high school teacher 

or students’ perception of using Grammarly. Lastly, future studies might investigate 

more perceptions from different context, regions, and countries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

30 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Alhojailan, M. I., & Ibrahim, M. (2012). Thematic Analysis: A Critical Review of 

Its Process and Evaluation. WEI International European Academic 

Conference Proceedings, 1(2011), 8–21. 

Al-Shourafa, A. (2012). THE EFFECT OF MOTIVATION ON JORDANIAN 10 

TH GRADE STUDENTS’ WRITING SKILL IN ENGLISH. In European 

Scientific Journal October edition (Vol. 8, Issue 22). 

Andrews, R., Torgerson, C., Beverton, S., Freeman, A., Locke, T., & Low, G. 

(2006). The effect of grammar teaching on writing development. British 

Educational Research Association, 32(1), 39–55. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/01411920500401997 

Bailey, D., & Lee, A. R. (2020). An Exploratory Study of Grammarly in the 

Language Learning Context: An Analysis of Test-Based , Textbook-Based and 

Facebook Corpora. 15(2), 4–27. 

Benzie, H. J., & Harper, R. (2020). Developing student writing in higher education: 

digital third-party products in distributed learning environments. Teaching in 

Higher Education, 25(5), 633–647. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2019.1590327 

Byungura, J. C., Hansson, H., Muparasi, M., & Ruhinda, B. (2018). Familiarity 

with Technology among First-Year Students in Rwandan Tertiary Education. 

16(1), 30–45. www.ejel.org 

Cavaleri, M. (2016). You want me to check your grammar again ? The usefulness 

of an online grammar checker as perceived by students. Journal of Academic 

Language & Learning, 10(1), 223–236. 

Crow, G., Wiles, R., Heath, S., & Charles, V. (2006). Research ethics and data 

quality: The implications of informed consent. International Journal of Social 



 

31 

 

Research Methodology: Theory and Practice, 9(2), 83–95. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13645570600595231 

Ertmer, P. A., Addison, P., Lane, M., Ross, E., & Woods, D. (1999). Examining 

teachers’ beliefs about the role of technology in the elementary classroom. 

Journal of Research on Computing in Education, 32(1), 54–72. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/08886504.1999.10782269 

Fahmi, M. A., & Cahyono, B. Y. (2021). EFL students’ perception on the use of 

Grammarly and teacher feedback. Research Article, 28(February), 18–25. 

https://doi.org/10.21070/jees.v6i1.849 

Ferris, D. R. (2004). The ‘“Grammar Correction”’ Debate in L2 Writing: Where 

are we, and where do we go from here ? (and what do we do in the meantime 

. . . ?). Journal of Second Language Writing, 13, 49–62. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jslw.2004.04.005 

Fitria, T. N. (2021). Grammarly as AI-powered English Writing Assistant: 

Students’ Alternative for Writing English. Metathesis: Journal of English 

Language, Literature, and Teaching, 5(1), 65. 

https://doi.org/10.31002/metathesis.v5i1.3519 

Framework, S. B. (2009). Framework Analysis : Research Note. Research Note, 

4(2), 72–79. 

Frantzen, D., & Hall, B. (1993). The Effects of Grammar Supplementation on 

Written Accuracy in an Intermediate Spanish Content Course. The Modern 

Language Journal, 3(0026–7902), 329–355. 

Gain, A., Rao, M., & Bhat, K. S. (2019). Usage of grammarly - online grammar and 

spelling checker tool at the health sciences library, Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education, Manipal: A Study. Library Philosophy and Practice, 

2019(May). 

Ghufron, M. A., & Rosyida, F. (2018). The Role of Grammarly in Assessing 

English as a Foreign Language (EFL) Writing. Lingua Cultura, 12(4), 395. 

https://doi.org/10.21512/lc.v12i4.4582 



 

32 

 

Hao, S., & Hao, G. (2020). A Research on Online Grammar Checker System Based 

on Neural Network Model. Journal of Physics: Conference Series, 1651(1). 

https://doi.org/10.1088/1742-6596/1651/1/012135 

Hegelheimer, V., & Fisher, D. (2013). Grammar, Writing, and Technology: A 

Sample Technology-supported Approach to Teaching Grammar and 

Improving Writing for ESL Learners. CALICO Journal, 23(2), 257–279. 

https://doi.org/10.1558/cj.v23i2.257-279 

Im, H.-J. (2021). The use of an online grammar checker in English writing learning. 

Journal of Digital Convergence, 19(1), 51–58. 

https://doi.org/10.14400/JDC.2021.19.1.051 

Karyuatry, J. P.-I. ; |, & Rizqan, L. (2018). Grammarly As a Tool to Improve 

Students’ Writing Quality (Free Online Proofreader across the Boundaries). In 

Maret (Vol. 2, Issue 1). 

Keengwe, J., Onchwari, G., & Wachira, P. (2008). The use of computer tools to 

support meaningful learning. In AACE Journal (Vol. 16, Issue 1). 

Kepner, C. G. (2013). An Experiment in the Relationship of Feedback to the Types 

of Written Development of Second-Language Skills Writing. The Modern 

Language Journal, 75(3), 305–313. 

Leki, I., & Carson, J. (1997). “ Completely Different Worlds ”: EAP and the Writing 

Experiences of ESL Students in University Courses. Tesol Quarterly, 31, 39–

69. 

Louise Barriball, & While Alison. (1994). Collecting data using a semi-structured 

interview: a discussion paper. In Journal of Advanced Nursing (Vol. 19). 

Mart, Ç. T. (2013). Teaching Grammar in Context : Why and How ? Theory and 

Practice in Language Studies, 3(1), 124–129. 

https://doi.org/10.4304/tpls.3.1.124-129 

McCarthy, K. S., Roscoe, R. D., Likens, A. D., & McNamara, D. S. (2019). 

Checking it twice: Does adding spelling and grammar checkers improve essay 



 

33 

 

quality in an automated writing tutor? Lecture Notes in Computer Science 

(Including Subseries Lecture Notes in Artificial Intelligence and Lecture Notes 

in Bioinformatics), 11625 LNAI, 270–282. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-

23204-7_23 

Minasyan, Midova. (2016). Grammar As One Of Key Competences Of Language 

Acquisition. Russian Linguistic Bulletin 2(7)2016, 3(7), 107–108. 

https://doi.org/10.18454/RULB.7.05 

Mohammad, T., & Hazarika, Z. (2016). Difficulties of Learning EFL in KSA: 

Writing Skills in Context. International Journal of English Linguistics, 6(3), 

105. https://doi.org/10.5539/ijel.v6n3p105 

O’Neill, R., & Russell, A. M. T. (2019). Stop! Grammar time: University students’ 

perceptions of the automated feedback program Grammarly. Australasian 

Journal of Educational Technology, 35(1), 42–56. 

https://doi.org/10.14742/ajet.3795 

Pajares, M. F., Johnson, M. J., & Pajares, F. (1993). CONFIDENCE AND 

COMPETENCE IN WRITING: THE ROLE OF SELF-EFFICACY, 

OUTCOME EXPECTANCY, AND APPREHENSION. 

Polkinghorne, D. E. (2005). Language and meaning: Data collection in qualitative 

research. Journal of Counseling Psychology, 52(2), 137–145. 

https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-0167.52.2.137 

Potter, R., & Fuller, D. (2008). My New Teaching Partner? Using the Grammar 

Checker in Writing Instruction. In Source: The English Journal (Vol. 98, Issue 

1). http://www.jstor.orgURL:http://www.jstor.org/stable/40503205 

Rashid, R. A., Vethamani, M. E., Basree, S., & Rahman, A. (2010). Approaches 

Employed by Teachers in Teaching Literature to Less Proficient Students in 

Form 1 and Form 2 (Vol. 3, Issue 4). www.ccsenet.org/elt 

Semke, H. D. (1984). Effects of the Red Pen. Foreign Language Annals, 17(3), 

195–202. 



 

34 

 

Sheen, Y., Wright, D., & Moldawa, A. (2009). Differential effects of focused and 

unfocused written correction on the accurate use of grammatical forms by 

adult ESL learners. System, 37(4), 556–569. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2009.09.002 

Sheppard, K. (1982). Two Feedback Types: Do They Make A Difference? Relc 

Journal, 23(1980), 103–110. 

Syafi’i, A. (2020). Grammarly: An Online EFL Writing Companion. ELTICS : 

Journal of English Language Teaching and English Linguistics, 5(2). 

https://doi.org/10.31316/eltics.v5i2.912 

Syafi’i, Ahmad. , & N.F.M, M. A. (2020). ELTICS (ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

TEACHING AND ENGLISH LINGUISTICS). ELTICS (English Language 

Teaching and English Linguistics) Journal, 5(2), 1–10. 

https://journal.upy.ac.id/index.php/eltics/index 

Teherani, A., Martimianakis, T., & Stenfors-hayes, T. (2015). Choosing a 

Qualitative Research Approach. Journal of Graduate Medical, December, 

669–670. 

Thuy, T., & Nguyen, L. (2019). Selection of Research Paradigms in English 

Language Teaching : Personal Reflections and Future Directions. August. 

https://doi.org/10.18502/kss.v3i19.4826 

Tian, W. (2020). Impacts of Positioning , Power , and Resistance on EFL Learners 

’ Identity Construction through Classroom Interaction : A Perspective from 

Critical Classroom Discourse Analysis Impacts of Positioning , Power , and 

Resistance on EFL Learners ’ Identity Con. The Qualitative Report, 25(6), 

1436–1460. 

Toncic, J. (2020). Teachers, AI Grammar Checkers, and the Newest Literacies: 

Emending Writing Pedagogy and Assessment. In DIGITAL CULTURE & 

EDUCATION (Vol. 12, Issue 1). 

https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/64110901/Toncic_2020-

libre.pdf?1596716461=&response-content-



 

35 

 

disposition=inline%3B+filename%3DTeachers_AI_Grammar_Checkers_and

_the_New.pdf&Expires=1682719385&Signature=LelW2nvugnlQGXbL9AR

fRWlhj2RWiwm~vFr57KmUFQAFOK8qHyoFnGyqqGO0zFCzD64EcWpi

3hk29qOF76dSVNUxMgKnx1hLZsekajKcCaVe7R8IWUdFok3tIkLAQycO

lmtU18Cvl8b0RJ-

Y7oB9PBAZtNlfyHUIkfareh3tpQT2cIZFyOsuHWqWn0MrV9fP1ln4zuiu7

BKwIyvd3bx6XXTb78CNx8SwM8-

RBVvaEJ1u55r444fpfPlT6gn0eHONCCEgguAGf2UHq4YF28Y5MoP-Ljr-

psKsxQKkC4uEEtb0YTjA0FpTK~37bpkeluQtl824tujCskrFBlBkSr5cFg__

&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJLOHF5GGSLRBV4ZA 

Truscott, J. (1996). The case against grammar correction in L2 writing classes. 

Language Learning, 46(2), 327–369. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-

1770.1996.tb01238.x 

Ventayen, R. J. M., & Orlanda-Ventayen, C. C. (2018). Graduate students’ 

perspective on the usability of Grammarly® in one ASEAN state university. 

Asian ESP Journal, 14(7), 9–30. 

Winne, P. H., & Beaudoin, L. P. (2009). nStudy: An Internet Tool to Support 

Learning, Collaboration and Researching Learning Strategies Building 

Information Problem Solving Skills in Post-Secondary Education View 

project. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228703393 

Yang Hye Jin. (2018). Efficiency of Online Grammar Checker in English Writing 

Performance and Students’ Perceptions. Korean Journal of English Language 

and Linguistics, 18(3), 328–348. 

https://doi.org/10.15738/kjell.18.3.201809.328 

Zhang, J., Ozer, H. Z., & Bayazeed, R. (2020). Grammarly VS. Face-to-Face 

Tutoring at the Writing Center: ESL Student Writers’ Perceptions. Praxis: 

Writing Center Journal, 17(2), 33–47. 

  


