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ABSTRACT 
 

This study was conducted to investigate the interaction between the attitude of 
female and male students of non-English majors in Indonesia toward group work in 
the English as target language (L2) classroom. A quantitative method by 
distributing questionnaire was applied to collect the data. The number of the 
participants were 187 participants of non-English major university students in 
Indonesia. Data collection has been carried out for twelve weeks from September 
2021 to January 2022. The study found that male and female students had a positive 
attitude toward the use of group work to enable a better learning atmosphere. The 
participants of this study had a positive attitude toward group work for their self-
improvement. The study also found that male and female students had a high 
attitude toward learning together with their classmates in group work activities. 
Furthermore, this study found that there was no significant difference between the 
attitudes of male and female university students of non-English majors in Indonesia 
towards the use of group work in L2 classrooms. Additionally, this study could 
become a reference for students and teachers while implementing group work 
activity in the L2 classroom. 

Keywords: Group work, English as target language (L2), gender, non-English 
students 
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INTISARI 
Penelitian ini dilakukan untuk mengetahui interaksi antara sikap mahasiswa 
perempuan dan laki-laki jurusan yang bukan Bahasa Inggris di Indonesia terhadap 
kerja kelompok di kelas bahasa Inggris sebagai bahasa target. Metode kuantitatif 
dengan menyebarkan kuesioner diterapkan untuk mengumpulkan data. Jumlah 
peserta adalah 187 peserta mahasiswa yang bukan jurusan Bahasa Inggris 
universitas di Indonesia. Pengumpulan data telah dilakukan selama dua belas 
minggu dari bulan September 2021 sampai Januari 2022. Hasil data angket 
menemukan bahwa siswa laki-laki dan perempuan memiliki sikap positif yang 
tinggi terhadap penggunaan kerja kelompok untuk memungkinkan suasana belajar 
yang lebih baik. Partisipan penelitian ini memiliki sikap positif terhadap kerja 
kelompok untuk peningkatan diri mereka. Penelitian ini juga menemukan bahwa 
siswa laki-laki dan perempuan memiliki sikap yang tinggi terhadap belajar 
bersama dengan teman sekelasnya dalam kegiatan kerja kelompok. Selanjutnya, 
penelitian ini menemukan bahwa tidak ada perbedaan yang signifikan antara sikap 
mahasiswa laki-laki dan perempuan jurusan yang bukan Bahasa Inggris di 
Indonesia terhadap penggunaan kerja kelompok di kelas bahasa Inggris sebagai 
bahasa target. Selain itu, penelitian ini dapat menjadi referensi bagi siswa dan guru 
saat melaksanakan kegiatan kerja kelompok di kelas bahasa Inggris sebagai 
bahasa target. 

Kata kunci: Kerja kelompok, kelas Bahasa Inggris sebagai bahasa target, jenis 
kelamin, bukan mahasiswa jurusan Bahasa Inggris 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses an introduction that contains the research background, 
research questions, research objectives, and research benefits. 
 

1. Research background  
There are many ways of teaching English as target language (L2). The target 
language is the language which is being learned by someone who is not a native 
speaker of that language. One of the teaching activities for teaching target language 
was through group work. The aims of group work are to develop the understanding 
of teamwork, improve collaboration, coordination, sharing, contribution, and 
dedication to students’ skill (Li & Campbell, 2006). The use of group work gives 
more comfortable and create a positive environment in the classroom than 
individual work to the students (Tolessa et al., 2017). Al Mashjari (2012) added that 
group work could effectively encourage students to active learning and give 
motivation to students. Group work helps to engage the students in the course 
material, because students will engage in the classroom activity and learn from each 
other (Foldnes, 2016). Li and Campbell (2008) stated that students need to work as 
a team in group work, and each students’ scores are depending on their group 
performance. It means that the better the group performance, the better students’ 
score. 
 
The use of group work has advantages and disadvantages in the classroom. Group 
work in the classroom could help students to improve their communication skills 
and students can freely share their thoughts (Gupta, 2004). The use of group work 
in classroom also could improve and sharpen the students’ critical thinking (Fung 
& Howe, 2012). Savela (2018) added that the use of group work could increase the 
learning achievements of students in the English classroom. That means group work 
have good impact for the students in English as a foreign language (EFL) classroom. 
Meanwhile, Taqi and Al-Nouh (2014) stated that group work depends on students’ 
attitudes while they work on the group project. From that, if students have negative 
attitudes through the use of group work, thus, group work will have a negative 
impact on student achievement in the EFL class. There are some factors that could 
influence the relation of group work, such as attitude, perception of each member, 
and member’s willingness to contribute and cooperate as a team (Tolessa et al., 
2017).  
 
Male and female students have different roles that influence in learning (target 
language) L2 (Zoghi et al., 2013). The study from Shehadeh (1999) indicated that 
in learning L2 male and female students have differences in how they produce L2 
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input and output. Male students use conversation to produce comprehensible 
output, while female students see conversation to get more understandable input 
(Shehadeh, 1999). From that, both male and female students had different roles in 
learning activities especially in how they see group work in EFL classroom. The 
study from Šerić and Praničević (2018) involving 30 participants from differences 
nationalities found that in group work activity male and female students had a 
different focus. Even though they have a different focus on group work, they have 
the same goals regarding group projects. Thus, male and female students had 
influenced on the process towards the goals of group work. Therefore, from those 
statement it can be see that there is any importance of gender in group work of EFL 
classroom. 
 
Study about group work in L2 learning is not new. Study about group work has 
been conducted in Indonesia's context and other countries' context. Masruddin 
(2018) has researched the use of group work to teach speaking to students in 
Indonesia. Mallipa (2018) found the perspective and problems of implementing the 
use of group work for English education students in Papua. The other study was by 
Ziauddin (2013) who researched the importance of group work for Bangladesh 
students. The present study looks over male and female non-English major 
university students of Indonesia in the Indonesian context. The participants of this 
study are on the highest level of education. Thus, students on the highest level have 
lots of experience in the learning process, one of which is the use of group work 
activities. 

 
The different of this present study to those previous studies is that this present study 
give more focused-on gender comparison. Those three previous studies used a 
quantitative method to collect the data from the participants. The quantitative 
method that those three researchers used was conducting questionnaires for more 
than 50 participants. This present study uses the same method as those three studies, 
which was a quantitative method by distributing a questionnaire to survey and 
collected the information from the participants. This present study discussed about 
group work like those three studies (Mallipa, 2018; Masruddin, 2018; Ziauddin, 
2013), yet it gives more focus on the gender of the students. Quantitative method is 
a method that collecting the data by numerical data and analyse it mathematically 
to explaining the phenomena (Aliaga & Gunderson, 2002). This present study uses 
survey research by distributed questionnaire to the participants. There are lots of 
studies with group work topic using questionnaire items to gather the data (Fehling, 
2001; Kemaloglu-Er & Özata, 2020; Mallipa, 2018; Saleh, 2019; Ziauddin, 2013). 
Moreover, survey research is useable to finds comparisons between groups 
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(Sukamolson, 2007). Thus, survey research can be used to obtain data for this 
present study, to compares the results of male and female L2 students.   

 

2. Research Questions 
Related to the research background mentioned before, this study has two 
following research questions: 
a. How are male and female L2 students’ attitude towards group work? 
b. Is there a significant difference between the attitudes of male and female L2 

students towards group work? 
 

3. Research Objectives 
The objectives of this study are: 
1. To find the male and female L2 students’ attitudes toward group work in 

L2 classroom. 
2. To see whether there is a significant difference between male and female 

L2 students’ attitudes towards group work.  
 

4.   Research Benefits 
The research benefits of this study focused on three targets, such as teachers, 
students, and readers or other researchers.  

a. Teachers: For teachers, after knowing male and female students’ 
perspective toward group work, they could improve and manage learning 
activity (group work) to be more efficient and effective in L2 classroom. 
The teachers can differentiate the implementation of group work depending 
on students’ gender.  

b. Students: Students can understand their friends’ perspective toward group 
work. It can help them to build a good team work to improve their skills in 
the L2 classroom. 

c. Researchers: There were not many studies about group work in terms of 
gender in Indonesia. Therefore, this study can help other researchers as the 
references in a similar topic.  
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION 

This chapter discusses a summary, implication and contribution, limitation, and 
future studies. 

1. Summary 
This study was conducted to discover the interaction between female and male EFL 
learners’ attitudes toward group work. The response of the participants indicated 
that they had a high attitude positive attitude towards group work as a medium to 
facilitate a better learning atmosphere. Secondly, the present study also found that 
participants had a high attitude toward group work as a medium for self-
improvement. The last, the present study found that participants had a positive 
attitude towards learning together in group work activities. The study found that 
there was no significant difference between female and male university students’ 
attitudes toward the implementation of group work in EFL classrooms. 

2. Implication and contribution 
Based on the results of this study, there will be several implications. First, from the 
research question number 1, there were several attitudes that students felt about 
group work. The results from research question number 1, it was good for the 
teacher to use group work in teaching and learning activities. It has proven that 
students have a positive attitude towards group work. However, the teacher needs 
to pay attention to student's abilities in a group. Group members with various 
abilities have a good impact on learning activities. From the result, group work 
with different ability students plays a good role in students’ self-improvement. The 
results from research questions number 2 showed that gender did not play a big 
role in group work. Hence, the teacher could divide the group regardless of 
students’ gender. For the students, the results of this study could help them 
understand their group members from the field of gender.  

Moreover, this study has contributed to the study of gender comparison attitudes 
of group work in the Indonesian context. The participants of this study were non-
English major university students from various islands in Indonesia. Thus, it 
provided a wide range of demographic participants that was helpful for other 
researchers to find the source in the Indonesian context. The study about gender 
comparison in the field of group work is not many. Therefore, this study will be 
helpful for the researcher as a reference in the same field of gender comparison in 
group work 

3. Limitation 
Despite the implication and contribution of this study, there were also several 
limitations of this study. First, the number of participants in this comparison study 
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was not balanced between male and female students. Even though it is not 
balanced, the differences number of participants was not many. It did not have an 
impact on the quality of the data. Second, the source of this study about gender 
comparisons in group work was still limited. Thus, there were not many sources to 
compare with this study. 

4. Future study 
There were several recommendations for future study based on the limitation. First, 
the number of participants would be better if it was more balanced. This study was 
in the Indonesian context, yet most participants were from Java Island. In the 
comparison study, it will be better if the female and male participants had the same 
number. Comparison study would be better if the number of participants were 
balance. Second, future researchers could develop the questionnaire items. It could 
be by creating other categories of the questionnaire. Future researchers also could 
focus on one category to have a depth comparison of students’ attitudes. Thus, it 
could give more detailed information. Third, future researchers could conduct the 
study at different levels of education, for example in the senior high school and 
senior high school students.  



 

26 
 

REFERENCES 
 

Ababneh, S. (2017). Attitudes of Jordanian students towards using group work in 
EFL classrooms. Advances in Language and Literary Studies, 8(1), 233–237. 
https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.alls.v.8n.1p.233 

Al Mashjari, A. K. (2012). The effectiveness of cooperative learning on EFL 
proficiency: A Case Study Of Grade Ten Female Classroom In The New 
Developed High School Project In Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

Alfares, N. (2017). Benefits and difficulties of learning in group work in EFL 
classes in Saudi Arabia. English Language Teaching, 10(7), 247. 

Alghamdy, R. Z. (2019). EFL learners’ reflections on cooperative learning: Issues 
of implementation. Theory and Practice in Language Studies, 9(3), 271–277. 
https://doi.org/10.17507/tpls.0903.03 

Aliaga, M., & Gunderson, B. (2002). Interactive statistics. In New Jersey: 
Prentice Hall. 

Amiryousefi, M. (2016). Willingness to communicate, interest, motives to 
communicate with the instructor, and L2 speaking: a focus on the role of age 
and gender. Innovation in Language Learning and Teaching, 12(3), 221–
234. 

Apple, M., & Kikuchi, K. (2020). Practical powerpoint group projects for the EFL 
classroom. The JALT CALL Journal, 3(3), 110–122. 
https://doi.org/10.29140/jaltcall.v3n3.48 

Arumugam, N., Rafik-Galea, S., de Mello, G., & Dass, L. C. (2013). Cultural 
influences on group learning in an ESL classroom. Review of European 
Studies, 5(2), 81–89. 

Awan, R.-N., Azher, M., Anwar, M. N., & Naz, A. (2010). An investigation of 
foreign language classroom anxiety and its relationship with students 
achievement. Journal of College Teaching & Learning (TLC), 7(11), 33–40. 
https://doi.org/10.19030/tlc.v7i11.249 

Brown, F. A. (2008). Collaborative learning in the EAP classroom: students’ 
perceptions. ESP World, 7(1(17)), 1–18. 

Cakici, D. (2016). The correlation among EFL learners’ test anxiety, foreign 
language anxiety and language achievement. English Language Teaching, 
9(8), 190–203. https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v9n8p190 

Chen, T. (2003). Reticence in class and on-line: two ESL students’ experiences 
with communicative language teaching. System, 31(2), 259–281. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0346-251X(03)00024-1 



 

27 
 

Chen, Y. (2017). Perceptions of EFL college students toward collaborative 
learning. English Language Teaching, 11(2), 1. 

Coffin, P. (2020). Implementing collaborative writing in EFL classrooms: 
teachers and students’ perspectives. LEARN Journal: Language Education 
and Acquisition Research Network, 13(1), 178–194. 

Dobao, A. F., & Blum, A. (2013). Collaborative writing in pairs and small groups: 
Learners’ attitudes and perceptions. System, 41(2), 365–378. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2013.02.002 

Elashhab, S. (2020). A study on Arabic speaking students’ attitudes towards group 
work in the EFL classroom. The Asian ESP Journal, 16(4), 303–312. 

Fahim, M. (2012). Sociocultural perspectives on foreign language learning 
sociocultural perspectives on foreign language learning. Journal of Language 
Teaching and Research, 3(4), 693–699. 

Fehling, S. (2001). Cooperative learning in the EFL classroom. English, 5(5). 

Foldnes, N. (2016). The flipped classroom and cooperative learning: evidence 
from a randomised experiment. Active Learning in Higher Education, 17(1), 
39–49. 

Fung, D., & Howe, C. (2012). Liberal studies in Hong Kong: a new perspective 
on critical thinking through group work. Thinking Skills and Creativity, 7(2), 
101–111. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tsc.2012.04.002 

Fushino, K. (2011). Students’ reactions to a group project in a university English-
as-a-foreign-language class for cultural understanding. Intercultural 
Education, 22(4), 301–316. 

Gonzales, W. D. W., & Torres, P. L. (2016). Filipino ESL learners’ attitudes 
toward cooperative learning and their relationship to reading comprehension. 
TESOL International Journal, 11(2), 70–90. 

Gupta, M. L. (2004). Enhancing student performance through cooperative 
learning in physical sciences. Assessment and Evaluation in Higher 
Education, 29(1), 63–73. 

Hidayati, L. A., Kharisma, I., & Satriani, I. (2018). Students’ perception in 
applying cooperative learning in EFL classroom. ETERNAL (English, 
Teaching, Learning and Research Journal), 4(1), 16–30. 
https://doi.org/10.24252/eternal.v41.2018.a2 

Hillyard, C., Gillespie, D., & Littig, P. (2010). University students’ attitudes about 
learning in small groups after frequent participation. Active Learning in 
Higher Education, 11(1), 9–20. 

Ibnanian, S. S. K. (2012). Group work and attitudes of non-English major students 



 

28 
 

towards learning EFL. International Journal of Humanities and Social 
Science, 2(4), 192–197. 

Kemaloglu-Er, E., & Özata, H. (2020). Codeswitching in group work in EFL 
classes. Journal of Language and Linguistic Studies, 16(3), 1443–1457. 

Ketefian, S. (2015). Ethical considerations in research. Focus on vulnerable 
groups. Investigacion y Educacion En Enfermeria, 33(1), 164–172. 

Khanlou, N., & Peter, E. (2005). Participatory action research: Considerations for 
ethical review. Social Science and Medicine, 60(10), 2333–2340. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2004.10.004 

León, J. J. C., & Castro, C. M. C. (2016). Cooperative learning with a focus on the 
social: A pedagogical proposal for the EFL classroom. HOW, 23(2), 125–
147. https://doi.org/10.19183/how.23.2.321 

Leong, F. (2008). Positivist paradigm. Encyclopedia of Counseling, 2(2), 343. 
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781412963978.n249 

Li, M., & Campbell, J. (2006). Asian students’ perceptions of group work and 
group assignments in a New Zealand tertiary institution. Intercultural 
Education, 19(3), 203–216. 

Lie, A. (2007). Education policy and EFL curriculum in Indonesia: between the 
commitment to competece and the quest for higher test scores. TEFLIN, 
18(1), 1–14. 

Macintyre, P., Boudreau, C., Dewaele, L., & Dewaele, J.-M. (2016). Do girls have 
all the fun? anxiety and enjoyment in the foreign language classroom. Theory 
and Practice of Second Language Acquisition, 2(1), 41–63. 

Mallipa, I. (2018). The implementation of group works on English education 
students at the university of Papua: the perceptions and problems. Linguistic, 
English Education and Art (LEEA) Journal, 1(2), 193–204. 
https://doi.org/10.31539/leea.v1i2.182 

Masruddin, M. (2018). The efficacy of using short video through group work in 
teaching speaking to Indonesian English as foreign language (EFL) students. 
Arab World English Journal, 9(3), 282-293–293. 

Nair, G. K. S., Abdul Rahim, R., Mohd Adam, A. F. binti, Setia, R., Husin, N., 
Sabapathy, E., Mohamad, R., Mat So’od, S. M., Md Yusoff, N. I., Mohd 
Razlan, R. M., Abd Jalil, N. A., Alwee, U., & Abu Seman, N. (2012). Group 
work in the secondary ESL classroom. Asian Social Science, 8(10), 3–7. 

Nasri, M., & Branch, S. (2019). The role of gender in the accuracy and fluency of 
Iranian upper-intermediate EFL learners ’ L2 oral productions. Journal of 
Applied Linguistics and Language Research, 6(3), 110–123. 



 

29 
 

Natsir, Y., Yusuf, Y. Q., & Huri, A. D. (2017). The male and female EFL 
students’ language learning styles. Journal of Chemical Information and 
Modeling, 53(9), 1689–1699. 

Newman, E., & Kaloupek, D. (2009). Overview of research addressing ethical 
dimensions of participation in traumatic stress studies: autonomy and 
beneficence. Journal of Traumatic Stress, 22(6), 595–602. 

Ozuturk, G. (2012). “To what extent are postgraduate international students at 
Sunderland University intrinsically motivated in learning english?” and “is 
there a difference between male and female students in terms of their 
intrinsic motivation?” Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 46, 424–
430. 

Quy, P. H. P. (2017). Group dynamics: building a sense of belonging in the EFL 
classroom. English Teaching Forum, 55(1), 14–21. 
http://ezproxy.lib.uconn.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.as
px?direct=true&db=eric&AN=EJ1137785&site=ehost-live 

Rahaman, A. (2014). Reading comprehension through group work activities in an 
EFL classroom An action research report. Papeles de Trabajo Sobre Cultura, 
10(2), 1–8. 

Rao, Z. (2002). Chinese students’ perceptions of communicative and non-
communicative activities in EFL classroom. System, 30(1), 85–105. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0346-251X(01)00050-1 

Saadi, I. A. (2012). An examination of the learning styles of Saudi preparatory 
school students who are high or low in reading achievement. 

Saleh, S. E. (2019). Critical thinking as a 21 st century skill: Conceptions, 
implementation and challenges in the EFL classroom. European Journal of 
Foreign Language Teaching, 4(1), 1–16. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.2542838 

Savela, T. (2017). The advantages and disadvantages of quantitative methods in 
schoolscape research. Linguistics and Education, 44, 31–44. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.linged.2017.09.004 

Šerić, M., & Praničević, D. G. (2018). Managing group work in the classroom: An 
international study on perceived benefits and risks based on students’ cultural 
background and gender. Journal of Contemporary Management Issues, 
23(1), 139–156. 

Shehadeh, A. (1999). Gender differences and equal opportunities in the ESL 
classroom. ELT Journal, 53(4), 256–261. 

Sukamolson, S. (2007). Fundamentals of quantitative research. Language 
Institute, 1(3), 1–20. http://www.culi.chula.ac.th/e-Journal/bod/Suphat 



 

30 
 

Sukamolson.pdf%5Cnhttp://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic1463827.files
/2007_Sukamolson_Fundamentals of Quantitative Research.pdf 

Taqi, H. A., & Al-Nouh, N. A. (2014). Effect of group work on EFL students’ 
attitudes and learning in higher education. Journal of Education and 
Learning, 3(2), 52–65. 

Tolessa, M. D., Sorale, J. E., & Sultan, A. (2017). Student perception on group 
work and group assignments in classroom teaching: The case of Bule Hora 
university second year biology students, South Ethiopia: An action research. 
Educational Research and Reviews, 12(17), 860–866. 

Vijaya Bhaskar, C., & Soundiraraj, S. (2013). A study on change in the attitude of 
students towards english language learning. English Language Teaching, 
6(5), 111–116. https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v6n5p111 

Vygotsky, L. S. (1962). Thought and Language. In MIT press. 
https://doi.org/10.4304/jltr.3.4.761-770 

Wagner, L., & Ruch, W. (2015). Good character at school: Positive classroom 
behavior mediates the link between character strengths and school 
achievement. Frontiers in Psychology, 6(610), 1–13. 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2015.00610 

Waloyo, A. A., Prastiyowati, S., Artha, U., & Rumalessin, T. (2020). Local and 
international prospective teachers ’ perception on collaborative learning. 
Jurnal Pendidikan Profesi Guru, 1(2), 99–108. 

Wang, J. (2021). Friendship group activities: voices from Chinese EFL learners. 
English Language Teaching, 14(1), 140–151. 
https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.v14n1p140 

Williyam, A., Yunus, M. M., & Aziz, A. A. (2016). Students ’ perception of using 
games in the teaching of reading skill. International Conference on 
Education (ICE2), 100–104. 

Wright, K. B. (2005). Researching internet-based populations: advantages and 
disadvantages of online survey research, online questionnaire authoring 
software packages, and web survey services. Journal of Computer-Mediated 
Communication, 10(3), JCMC1034. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1083-
6101.2005.tb00259.x 

Xue, M. (2013). Effects of group work on English communicative competence of 
Chinese international graduates in United States Institutions of higher 
education. Qualitative Report, 18(7), 1–19. 

Ziauddin, S. (2013). Importance of group work for ESL students in Bangladesh: a 
yertiary level perspective. 



 

31 
 

Zoghi, M., Kazemi, S. A., & Kalani, A. (2013). The effect of gender on language 
learning. Journal of Novel Applied Sciences, 2(4), 1124–1128. 

 

  


